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ONE OF THE RESCLTS OF \VORLD \VAR II WAS THE INCREASED Focus OF

interest by scholars on the region that became known as Southeast Asia.
Prior to 1941, few of them were concerned with the area that lay in an
arc between India and China. But the Japanese occupation changed all
that. The needs of Allied intelligence as well as the general wartime pub­
licity were parts of the process of discovery; many of the academicians
and future researchers received first-hand contact with the area through
participation in the armed forces.

For some, the interest in the region did not falter with the end of
the war. The post-1945 nationalist upsurge in Burma and Indonesia, the
onset of the cold war, the emergence of Red China as a leading power in
Asia, and the addition of six new countries to the United Nations-all
these, gave added stimulation for study. By the middle of the 1950's,
ruanv new courses in various disciplines offered students a chance to study
Southeast Asia and, at least, two universities-Cornell and Yale-had full
departments for interdisciplinary work in the area. Since that time, the
field has grown rather than declined in number of active scholars, pro­
grams and students. Each year, the number of studies on Southeast Asia
has increased significantly.

What this trend of interest has meant in terms of literary output is
that, by and large, the vast majority of works dealing wih Southeast Asia
have been written since 1945 and that no bibliography which incorporates
only prewar materials is of great value to the active researcher. Indeed,
any bibliography more than a few years old, is out of date in a field where
pioneering works are still being written.

The original purpose of this bibliography was to supply a reading
Jist for the 'Students of History 154, the history of Southeast Asia, taught
at the Diliman campus of the University of the Philippines. It then
seemed to be a logical follow-up to expand the original list to include the
complete holdings, to date, on modern Southeast Asian history, to serve
as a guide for future lecturers and students of the subject. For 'Such a
purpose, it seemed necessary to supplement the guide with the list of avail-
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able periodicals and bibliographies. Because of the shortage of primary
and secondary materials on the rest of Southeast Asia here in the Philip­
pines, it seemed advisable to publish the completed survey of books. If
kept up-to-date, it could prove useful to historians in the Philippines who
find American guides of limited value. It is hoped that some of the other
libraries will follow a similar program to keep scholars informed on the
latest source material available.

The bibliography contains all the holdings in the various branches of
the library system as a service to all D.P. students since there is no single
repository for the Southeast Asian collection. Likewise, the call numbers
have been included as a time-saving device for the general scholar as well
as the student. As soon as the library receives sufficient funds to increase
its microfilming services, it will be possible to make copies of rare materials,
including primary sources.

'The present list has been limited to Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indo­
nesia and the new countries which formerly constituted part of Indochina.
The Philippines has been excluded from the list, not because the com­
pilers did not consider it part of Southeast Asia, but because the holdings
are too extensive for article publication. The catalogue of the Filipiniana
section contains the complete list of Philippine holdings.

GUIDE TO LOCATION SYMBOLS

The books are available in the Social Science Reading Room of the Ma.in
Library, Dihman, except rthose with location symbols before the call number.
If duplicate copies are also available in the unit libraries, these are indicated by
the location symbols opposite the titles on the right margin.
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